[Prognostic value of symptoms in patients treated surgically for non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC)].
The aim of this study was to remind, that the presence of symptoms in patients qualified to surgical treatment for NSCLC can be considered as an unfavorable prognostic factor. The study group consisted of 231 patients discharged from the Clinic between 1988 and 1991 after surgical treatment for NSCLC. Information about complaints and symptoms were based on archival records. NSCLC stages have been defined from the analysis of operation records. Among 231 patients treated surgically for NSCLC 189 (81.9%) had complaints during last 4-96, av. 24 weeks. 106 (45.9%) patients complained of cough, and 68 (29.4%) of chest pain and bloody sputum. Of 189 patients with complaints at admission to the Clinic, 31.7% survived 5 years, and 25.4% survived 10 years after surgical treatment. In the group of 42 patients with lung cancer detected accidentally, 71.4% survived 5 years, and 57.3% survived 10 years (p<0.001) 1. The presence of symptoms at patients operated for NSCLC is an unfavorable prognostic factor. 2. Chest pain and a rapid loss of body mass are particularly bad prognostic factors.